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Sayings of Abraham Lincoln
Lincoln to a religious deputation urging immediate Emancipation
I
 am approached with the most opposite opinions and advice by
religious men who are equally certain that they represent the
divine will. I am sure that either the one or the other class is mis-
taken in their belief. I hope it will not be irreverent for me to say
that, if God would reveal His will to others on a point so connected with
my duty, it might be supposed that He would reveal it directly to me.
I can assure you that the subject is on ray mind by day and night, more
than any other. Whatever shall appear to be God's will I will do.
Lincoln to his Cabinet on September 2, 1862
w
hen the rebel army was at Frederick I determined, as soon as
it should be driven out of Maryland, to issue a proclamation
of Emancipation.   I said nothing to anyone, but I made the promise
to myself and (here he hesitated a little) to my Maker.    The rebel
army is now driven out and I am going to fulfil that promise.
I have got you together to hear what I have written down.
I know very well that many others might do better than I can, and
if I was satisfied that the public confidence was more fully possessed
by any one of them, and knew of any constitutional way in which he
could be put in my place, he should have it. But there is no way in
which I can have any other man put where I am. I am here ; I
must do the best I can, and bear the responsibility for the course I
feel I ought to take.
Lincoln in a Speech to Congress
t^ellow citizens, we cannot escape history. We of this Congress
J7 and this Administration will be remembered in spite of ourselves.
No personal significance or insignificance can spare one or another
of us. The fiery trial through which we pass will light us down in
honour or dishonour to the latest generation. We say we are for
the Union. The world will not forget that we say this. We know
how to save the Union. The world knows we do know how to save it,
We—even we here, hold the power and bear the responsibility. In
giving freedom to the slave we assure freedom to the free—honourable
alike in what we give and what we preserve. We shall nobly save or
meanly lose the last, best hope of Earth. Other means may succeed ;
this could not fail. The way is plain, peaceful, generous, just; a
way which, if followed, the world will forever applaud and God must
forever bless.
From the 'Emancipation Proclamation
. . . that on the first day of January in the year of Our Lord 1863
all persons held as slaves within any State shall be then, thence-
forward, and for ever free . . . and upon this act, sincerely believed
to be an act of Justice, warranted by the Constitution upon military
necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the
gracious favour of Almighty God.

